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Crimes and Punishments (A book Review)
The term crime is a menace that has existed in the global community as long as this earth has been in existence. In the USA, for example, a news article or any television news coverage is always capped with an episode of criminal activity. The world we live in is entrenched with criminal activities of all sorts. Ručman (2019) defines crime as "an illegal act for which someone can be punished by the government, especially a gross violation of the law." Governments have common laws that try to suppress criminal activities considering that people have a higher propensity to commit a crime. The need for rules is to keep society in order by discouraging criminality and serving justice to the offended.  Punishment entails imposing a penalty in response to an offensive activity. The sentence is one of the many achievements that human civilization has ever achieved. It takes many forms ranging from mild to capital and controversial penalties, for instance, a death sentence. In his book Crimes and Punishments, Cesare Beccaria gives comprehensive coverage about crime and punishment in the contemporary world by touching on torture, court ruling, death warrants, among others (Beccaria, 1872). The essay singled out some aspects of discussion that include the importance of the legal body in case rulings, the relevance of evidence, and the role of magistrates as case determinants. The essay also puts its weight behind arguments on punishments, the death penalty, and ways of preventing crime.
One of the critical elements that the book covers is the need for a legal body to make criminal judgments. The author elucidates that the laws are the only sure way of determining punishments of crime. In chapter three, Consequences of the Foregoing Principles, the author clarifies that the authority of coming up with penal laws lies with the legislator. In this case, the legislator is a representative of the whole society who also champions the voice of the majority (Beccaria, 1872). He also streamlines the wellbeing of the community he/she governs. The laid-down laws act as a blueprint that needs to be used to determine cases about crime. This implies that magistrates are mandated to carry out their regular activities as ordained in the constitution. This also means that a magistrate makes a ruling as per the laws of the land. The magistrate can't make a ruling beyond the fixed legal standards articulated in the book of rules. The laws act in the interest of the land and work towards the elimination of biases. The author's explanations resonate well with how modern democracies have laid-down legal structures to ensure that justice is served to all who deserve it. An excellent demonstration of how laws are helpful in the quest for justice is the recent ruling by the Supreme Court of Portugal. Eight police officers were convicted of crimes that ranged from grievous bodily harm and aggravated kidnapping against eight black men in Lisbon. The court determined that the eight public security police carried out an illegal operation in Cova da Moura. Also, the officers used false documentation and testimony in the justification of the detention of the victims. The officers also used racial vocabularies against the eight victims whom some had several teeth missing, and others had been denied medication. The officers were sentenced to five years in prison while the victims were awarded payout ranging from $11,160 to $55,780 based on the gravity of the matter. This is an excellent explanation as to how the corridors of justice can help one to acquire justice, especially in the circumstances beyond the person's limits.
Another vital component that the book discusses is the need to justify a case based on evidence. In normal circumstances, cases involve the accuser and the accused. The two contenting parties need a neutral third party to decide their fate effectively. In the judicial system, it is the judge/magistrate who has a staggering potential to determine the case. The judge relies on evidence tabled before the court to conduct thorough scrutiny and, if necessary, a lengthy investigation into the matter before making a sound and well-thought decision (Beccaria, 1872). An excellent example is the recent brutal killing of George Floyd, an African American) in the USA, by white police officers. The Hennepin County District Court ruled the case based on evidence tabled by eyewitnesses and an eight-minute video recorded by an on-looker. The court also asked for a forensic medical report to ascertain the cause of George's death (Nick, 2020). The medical information also affirmed that George was the death was a homicide due to cardiopulmonary arrest. The four officers were then accused of second and third-degree murder cases.
Another area of interest that the book brings to the fore is the aspect of the intention of giving punishments to offenders. In this proclamation, the author postulates that the crucial role of punishment is to discourage others from committing such atrocities in society. For the sentence to be valid and with everlasting impact on the minds of others, the author argues that the punishments should be firm but least tormenting to the body of the criminal (Beccaria, 1872). He also hilariously claims that punishments can't undo the already committed crime. An excellent example of how court rulings discourage others from perpetrating the crime is the Castleford rape case. The case involved Kevin Lemm (a middle-aged man from Denton Terrace); it was determined that he raped a woman and left her with life-changing injuries through his horrendous attack. The Leeds Crown Court sentenced the man to life imprisonment. The woman was happy with the ruling, which she termed as a move that smoothing her thoughts about the whole ordeal. During the legislation, the court concluded that the sentencing was to remind the public that the land's law never tolerates rape.
Also, the author accounts well for a useful fact that magistrates play a vital role as adjudicators of crime. They should be free from corruption for such dealings that can jeopardize to delivery of justice to victims. The author buttresses the statement by making sweeping claims that magistrates help prevent crimes by serving as the law observances. To be effective, it is of the best interest that the magistrate tribunal consists of a more significant number of magistrates. The author lays the bare fact that such a move makes it hard for criminals to corrupt the court officials for a milestone to corrupt a whole Bench of magistrates. Such a legal pillar is a common practice in nearly all the Supreme Court globally, where a panel of judges participates in making a sound ruling after the exhaustion of all the legal facts. The judges then vote as per their understanding. The majority determines the outcome of the case. An excellent example is the Lochner versus New York case that was determined in 2005 by the Supreme Court of the USA. The case pertained to labor law. The case involved Joseph Lochner, the owner of Lochner Bakery. He petitioned New York's Bakeshop Act of 1895, terming it unconstitutional (Calderon, 2018). The Act prohibited bakery employees from working more than ten hours per day.  Lochner had been fined severally by the Oneida County Court for breaching the ten-hour requirement. He appeared in the U.S. Supreme Court, arguing that the fourteenth amendment guaranteed "the right to contract freely" (Calderon, 2018). The court accepted his argument by claiming that the 14th amendment gave the right to contract freely, although it was subject to the police power of the states. The ruling ended in a narrow vote of 5-4, with the verdict being delivered by Justice Rufus Peckham. Lochner felt a sigh of relief, for he was excerpted from paying the fines.
Another fine-tuned fact covered in the book is on the means of crime prevention.  The author tables convincing facts that it is imperative to prevent crime than to punish. This fundamental tenet aim at maximizing happiness in the human race as it also attracts good legislation in the societies. The principal also reduces misery associated with receiving punishment for wrongdoing-a punishment that may involve fines, deprivation of liberty through imprisonment, and, in some extreme cases, loss of life. To achieve such a move, the author claims that the laws not to be simple and straightforward intended to suppress crime and not to favor any individual. He also builds his point by stating that laws need to be feared as "the fear of the laws is salutary, but the fear of men is a fruitful source of crimes" (Beccaria, 1872). In other words, enslaved people have a higher tendency of committing a crime as compared to those who are in a state of freedom. The latter says that an oppressed magnitude will resolve criminal activities as a way of avenging or releasing tension and anger. This explains why people might riot against a particular course even though they know the legal consequences. It also explains why there exist many prison breaks when prisoners beak loose to seek freedom elsewhere.
Besides, the book touches on the most controversial subject concerning the death sentence. The author argues that the death sentence need not be practiced in modern civilizations. The author corners the topic by discussing death warrants issued by noble people who may sign the death warrant to be enacted, alter the sentence, or acquits it. An excellent example is a death warrant that may only be issued by the king of England. Without which, no criminal can be put to death. Another relevant example is where a sentence could be offered from the throne is Germany and most parts of the North. The author condemns the death penalty by arguing that it does not benefit society but the executioner (Beccaria, 1872). The author claims that a hanged man is good for nothing. Punishments should benefit the community. He gives an example of stout robbers who, in England, are condemned to life imprisonment instead of a death sentence. Such a sentence is beneficial to society because the author argues; such criminals would serve the state in their punishment. The author sides with the perspective of Emperor Henry V11, which states that no judge should have the power to terminate a person's life lawfully (Beccaria, 1872). The whole saga needs to be looked at by using humane lenses to save lives where the laws have failed. He condemns the executors, for instance, Jefferies of England and Coup-tete of France, who were fond of spilling human blood.  I beg to differ with his stand of abolishing the death sentence altogether.
 Another fundamental issue in this book is based on the death penalty. The author’s assertion that the death penalty has little impact on society does not hold water. Under well-stated provisions, it is sometimes useful to terminate a criminal who endangers or puts the lives of others under danger, including causing death and other forms of human suffering. An excellent example is the killing of Osama Bin Laden, who, through his mischievous activities and network, hundreds of people have died and the unknown value of property destroyed. The memories and psychological torture of the families of the victims still linger even though Osama Bin Laden is absent from the scene. Sometimes the termination of the life of such criminals helps in restoring harmony and ending fear in societies. "Death penalty is useful for it is an important tool that aims at preserving law and order, deters crime, and costs less than life imprisonment" (Holmes, 2020). The sentence consoles the aggrieved families and also discourages those planning to commit heinous crimes to think twice.
Besides, the author scores highly in his pregnant explanations about torture. It is right to attest that it is wrong and cruel to torture a purported criminal during his/her trial. The cruelty is every day in most corners of the world where suspected criminals are subjected to inhuman treatment to force him to explain other contradictions or confess about his crime. Other reasons for enacting such cruelty is to corner the criminal to name other accomplices or to help in discovering bother crimes that he is not accused of.  One such incident involved five Sudanese detectives who, in 2019, tortured a suspect to death in Omdurman. Mr. Mohamed Siddig was troubled by the detectives at Doha Police post, intending to force him to confess that he stole jewelry (Crowther, 2019). The author holds that no person needs to judge a criminal unless proven guilty of the offense. Every man should be presumed innocent before the law until proven guilty of a crime. His argument goes hand in hand with one of the most sacred legal principles of the USA. The doctrine holds that a defendant is innocent until proven guilty and that the prosecution needs to give concrete proof by considering each element of the criminal charges.
To surmise, the book Crimes and Punishments by Cesare Beccaria covers many essential topics as far as crime is concerned. The book discusses the significance of a legal body as an entity necessary in making criminal judgments based on the laws of the land. It also highlights the role of magistrates in acting as third parties between the accused and the accuser. To add, the book purposes of cementing the idea that a panel of magistrates is necessary to discourage corruption. The author also holds that the crucial role of punishment is to deter others from committing the same crime. Also, the book adequately covers the need to end torture in suspected criminals. Criminals should remain innocent until proven guilty. On the controversial issue of the death penalty, the author holds that it needs to be abolished, for it does not serve the purpose of punishment. Generally, it is an educative piece of work that can be recommended to readers eager to learn about aspects concerning crimes and punishments.
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